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Sefton Schools Forum Report

	Date of Meeting:
	29 June 2026

	Title of Report:
	Final allocations to schools of the 0.5% schools block allocation to High Needs in 2025/26.

	Presenting Officer:
	Lynsey Taylor

	Reason for Submission to Forum:
	(4) ITEM FOR INFORMATION

	
Executive Summary:

	To provide the Forum with an update on the allocation of the 0.5% schools block contribution to High Needs in 2025/26.

	
Budget/Risk Implications:

	None

	
Recommendations:

	That Forum is asked to:
1. Note the final allocation of High Needs funding to schools of the 0.5% contribution from the Schools Block to High Needs in 2025/26 (Appendix 1), which in line with the protocol agreed at a representative sub-group of Schools Forum in January 2025 and as ratified at Schools Forum in March 2025.
2. Note the continuing requirement on schools to provide a Return to Corporate Finance on a Termly basis into 2026/27 to enable data checking against central records for inclusion in the ongoing calculations above. (Appendix 2).


	Appendices
	Appendix 1 – Final re-allocations/analysis by school, of the 0.5% schools block contributions made to High Needs in 2025/26.
Appendix 2 – Template Return for schools to complete at the start of each Term back to Corporate Finance to enable corroboration of data with centrally held records with dates for Returns.

	Background Papers 
(available on request)
	Agreed protocol for allocation of the 0.5% funding allocations from High Needs to schools.

	Report Originator and Contact Details
	Name: Erica Edwards
E-mail: erica.edwards@sefton.gov.uk











SCHOOLS’ FORUM POWERS & RESPONSIBILITIES

1	ITEMS FOR APPROVAL (DfE can adjudicate where Forum does not agree LA proposal)

2	ITEMS FOR CONSULTATION (Forum provides a view on LA proposal but LA decides)

3	ITEMS FOR CONSULTATION (Forum provides a view on LA proposal but DfE decides)

4	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION (No formal view of the Forum is sought)


	1.
	Background



	1.1




1.2



	At the meeting of Schools Forum in January 2025, a protocol was agreed at a small representative sub-group of members and ratified by Forum, to ensure a fair and transparent approach to the application of the 0.5% Schools Block contribution to High Needs in 2025/26 (£1.118m), 

A small group comprising of the Chair of Schools Forum; and Headteachers from Formby High school; and Melling and Hatton Hill Primary schools along with Finance representation, met in January 2025 to discuss this issue and agree a methodology which has now been applied throughout 2025/26.


	1.3
	Based on termly Returns from schools, sent to Corporate Finance officers, the numbers of pupils receiving 1:1 SEN funding support; plus, the numbers of active SEN Group funding agreements each term and Extra District pupils have now all been corroborated against the data held by SEN records and in Finance data, and a spreadsheet has now been compiled to demonstrate the final allocations for 2025/26. The data specifically excludes Early Years nursery pupils; Post 16 and Resourced Unit pupils.


	1.4






















1.5





2.0  



	As part of the calculations, certain rules were set out below, with comments against each, in respect of the 2025/26 calculations. The full allocations by school are shown in Appendix 1 which is for noting.

· The overall funding allocation was to be treated as finite and could not be exceeded. For 2025/26, this baseline figure was £1,118,393. Based on the data received across the year. There was an ‘over subscription’ in the year against this funding of £767,607, meaning that schools in receipt of funding have had to be scaled back on a pro-rata basis to the level of the baseline funding.
· Any school due to receive funding using the agreed mechanism i.e with 1:1 SEN support numbers above a 3% school population calculation was not to be disadvantaged should their allocation fall below the level of their original contribution towards the 0.5% schools funding transfer to High Needs. Such schools would receive at least an amount equivalent to their original contribution. There were 6 Primary schools and 3 Secondary schools, where this adjustment was necessary.
· Extra District pupils were included in the numbers as identified; along with number of SEN teaching Groups that were in operation at the start of each Term. Each Teaching group was to attract equivalent to termly funding of £2k if in operation, up to a maximum of £6k pa.

Schools are asked to continue to supply their Termly SEN Returns to Corporate Finance by the following dates in 2025/26: Summer Term 2025 by May 2026; Autumn Term by September 2026; and Spring Term by January 2027. A copy of the Template is attached for information as Appendix 2.


Recommendation
That Forum is asked to:

Note the final allocation of High Needs funding to schools of the 0.5% contribution from the Schools Block to High Needs in 2025/26 (Appendix 1), which has been made in line with the protocol agreed at a representative sub-group of Schools Forum in January 2025 and ratified at Schools Forum in March 2025.

Note the continuing requirement on schools to provide a Return to Corporate Finance on a Termly basis into 2026/27 to enable data checking against central records for inclusion in the ongoing calculations above. (Appendix 2).
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