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Borough of Culture
Funding Eligibility Criteria



Background
The Borough of Culture (BoC) is an initiative of the Local Cultural Partnership (LCR) and involves a commitment from the LCR to support cultural activities. Rotating around the Liverpool City Region each year, Sefton is the nominated Borough of Culture in 2020.
A funding pot is available to assist community organisations and/ or individuals to help showcase the borough’s diverse cultural offer and to collaboratively develop local talent with the potential to incrementally build a sustainable cultural offer across the city-region.
The core objectives of the Borough of Culture have been combined with the Council’s role in delivering the 2030 vision. These objectives will be used as part of the eligibility criteria:
1. Children and Young People – Increase engagement with children and young people, enabling them to access, enjoy, develop skills and thrive through culture and creative engagement. Talent pathways should also be identified to ensure clear career routes into the cultural sector.

2. Positive outcomes – Improving health and wellbeing through access to cultural activities. Utilising culture as a mechanism for education, social cohesion and shaping the future world of work.

3. Communities – Increase participation, particularly from the ageing society. Minimising social isolation and maximising existing community resources, value for money and community engagement.

4. Distinctiveness of place – Promote the creative and cultural offer to local people and visitors, creating a USP for the Liverpool City Region and each of the boroughs to encourage greater visitor numbers.

5. Infrastructure – Leaving a legacy through better infrastructure for culture and creativity to celebrate successes and ensure the future sustainability of the sector.

6. Economy & Tourism – foster visitor economy and enhance creative industries. Increase visitor numbers and economic impact generated to the Liverpool City Region. Raising visitor satisfaction levels and create a more diverse visitor profile whist supporting growth locally, generating more job opportunities, aligning to regeneration ambitions and increasing GVA.

7. Sefton 2030 – work to make Sefton a confident and connected borough.

8. Year of Culture – to align with previous programmes of themes such as Year of the Coast/ Volunteering/ Friendship and build on previous successes.




Eligibility Criteria
1. Applications will only be considered by completing the attached form and sent to the contact details below. Requests can be submitted at any time but the activity must take place in 2020.  

2. Applicants must have the organisational ability to deliver the proposal past idea stage and make it sustainable. Sustainability is a key element considered within the decision-making process. 

3. Applications are for council support as well as funding. For example, the use of a space, building, help with promotion.

4. Once the grant has been approved the applicant will be issued with an offer letter and on receipt of appropriate invoices the grant will be paid. Applicants must not commit to or start any work/ activities until an offer letter has been received.

5. Applicants should consider how their activity/ work/ event aims to meet one or more of the objectives above, it is essential it aims to meet objectives 1-5 (how many is dependent on funding request and detailed on application form.

6. Any application to funding cannot commit Sefton Council to any on-going expenditure in future years. Any allocation that is agree does not commit Sefton Council or LCR to a similar expenditure in the following year(s).

7. Applications are more likely to be successful if it can be demonstrated they will be match funded with money from external sources. 

8. Applicants must declare if they are in receipt of any other funding source.

9. Projects with strong partnership working with other organisations and collaborative approaches are particularly welcomed. This should be clearly demonstrated in the application. 

10. Any allocation made must only be used for the purpose that it is given. The Council will demand repayment of any allocation that is discovered is not used for the purpose for which it was awarded.

11. Any application for building or decorative work, or buying equipment must be accompanied by three estimates of the cost, unless the estimate has been provided by the Council as part of its normal arrangements for tendering and quotations.

12. Part of the Borough of Culture programme has a requirement of research and evaluation. Any applications that are successful need to demonstrate how they are going to evaluate the effectiveness of the event and/ or activity in relation to the objective(s) 1-5 outlined above.

13. Depending on the size of the event/project and funding request, it may be required that you are expected to commission event research by the Liverpool Enterprise Partnership. This will be discussed upon application.

14. Payment can only be made direct into a UK bank account registered on the Sefton Council payment system.

15. Payment will be made following the submission of copy invoices or receipts to show the works/activities have been completed and following the submission of any evaluation criteria as detailed in the application for. In some circumstances, an upfront payment can be made to an organisation if they can evidence they do not have the funding available to pay for works/activities in advance of receiving the allocation. This will be considered on an individual basis.

16. Payment will not be made for any retrospective works/activities that were started or completed before the date of the applicants offer letter.
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