  
Background information: Household rubbish that is not recycled or composted is disposed of to landfill sites. Here the rubbish rots and produces polluting gases that contribute to climate change. Councils must reduce the amount of waste going to landfill for environmental reasons and to avoid increasingly large disposal costs and fines. 	In June 2007 we began to change the way waste was collected. Most households were given two wheel bins (grey=non recyclable waste, green=garden/organic waste), a box for recyclables (paper, metals, glass, textiles and shoes) and an optional food waste caddy. Waste is collected every week, one week the grey wheeled bin and recycling box/food caddy is set out, the following week the green wheeled bin and recycling box/food caddy is set out. The system encourages and helps residents to recycle more at home.  The new collection will cover all of Sefton by the end of 2008. Since the system began our household waste recycling rate has risen from almost 24% and is now 37%, the highest on Merseyside.





Approx. Costs: Although significant investment has been made in collection equipment (bins, refuse collection vehicles) and promotion, residents will not see a large increase in council tax. Funding was secured to promote the initial roll out phases and forward financial planning has helped to spread the costs of the investment in equipment.


Approx. Benefits: Avoided costs (1) Disposal costs have risen from £51 to £71 per tonne 2006/7 – 2010/11.  We currently send around 90,000 tonnes of waste to landfill each year so disposal costs would be over £6m in 2011.


(2) The Landfill Allowance Trading Scheme (LATS) - which requires us to reduce biodegradable waste going to landfill is estimated to rise for all Merseyside from £108,800 2006/7 to £22.9 million in 2010/11 (cost to be shared amongst all Merseyside Councils).


                      In both cases the more we recycle the less we will pay.








Want to know more?			Thanks to everyone who 


Contact the Sustainability Team		contributed to this case study.


Steph Jukes               X4552


Anne-Marie Clegg      X4743


If you have a case study you would like to share please get in touch.
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