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Introduction

The Sefton Coast Landscape Partnership, as part of the evidence base for its Landscape Strategy, has
carried out a series of stakeholder and community workshops along the Sefton Coast during 2007.
The aim of the workshops was to help understand how the landscape, and landscape change, is
perceived and valued by the local communities in terms of its development, management and future.
Workshop participants, selected from the Sefton Coast Partnership contact database, represented
both communities of place (ie. people who live and work in the landscape) and communities of

interest (ie. organisations with a stake in the landscape).

A mind-mapping technique was used to encourage creative thinking and discussion between
stakeholders. Countryscape has developed these techniques and applied them successfully with
stakeholder groups within Landscape Character Assessments, and as part of development work for
CPRE’s ‘Unlocking the Landscape’ initiative. Mind-mapping is a proven and widely accessible
technique for collating information from a diverse group of stakeholders. It allows people to think
freely, without immediate judgement and encourages everyone to share their views. This community
engagement methodology is repeatable and could be used at 5 and 10 year intervals to monitor the
impact of the Sefton Coast Landscape Partnership in terms of community engagement and how it is

meeting the aims of:

e Strengthening links between people and nature, by increasing opportunities for people to become

involved in understanding their heritage and in thinking about the future.

¢ Increasing the level of physical and intellectual access to the natural and cultural heritage values of
the Sefton Coast.

The Formby and Ainsdale workshop was held in St Luke’s Church Meeting Room, Formby, on 22™
November 2007. Thirty-two people took part in the event. The community members ranged from
members of Civic Societies to teachers, local politicians, volunteers, land owners and land managers.
The consultees were divided into four groups of eight, each working with a mind map and spatial

map to record their views on the landscape.
The mind maps were divided into six branches to enable a structured process, the branches were:

¢ Wildlife and nature

e History

o Activities

e Local Economy

e Experiences

e Patterns and features

8,
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The consultees used colour coded leaves to respond to three questions:

[0 Comments on brown leaves represented landscape values:
“What do you value most about the local landscape — what is important, unique, or special?”

[0 Comments on green leaves represented landscape visions:
“What are your visions for the future of the landscape? What needs be changed or profected,
what new projects or ideas can you suggest?”

[0 Comments on grey leaves represented what is at risk in the landscape:

“What is at risk; what needs to be protected and what challenges do we face?”

The spatial maps (Ordnance Survey, aerial photography and Landscape Character) enabled
consultees to add a spatial component to their comments — for example, recording where their ideas
should be implemented, or where problems are occurring. The maps are not published but were
given to the Sefton Coast Landscape Partnership to form part of the evidence base. The maps could
provide a useful monitoring tool: if the consultation was repeated over fixed periods, then the
mapping exercise could provide a way of measuring how well strategies and programmes have
responded to the views of local stakeholders.

The remainder of this document contains a summary of the workshop findings, along with a
transcription of each mind map.

N
countryscope"‘



Community Consultation | Formby & Ainsdale

Workshop Summary

The following summary discusses the workshop findings under the different aspects of landscape used

on the mind maps.

Wildlife and Nature

The community members demonstrated a strong understanding of the uniqueness and diversity of the
local landscape. They valued the different landscapes of the dunes, the woodland and the mosslands
with very strong concern shown for the future of these landscapes. People valued the diversity of the
landscape around them and were aware of its high ecological status as illustrated by one comment
which stated that the local area was “the most biodiverse in the North West”. There is a strong sense
of pride among the community regarding their surroundings and people felt that it was a beautiful
area, offering opportunities for appreciation and education. For example: one comment mentioned

the noise of the Natterjack Toads as something to enjoy.

There was strong concern over landscape change and this ranged from the landscape scale down to
individual species, particularly the red squirrels and natterjack toads. There were many comments on
the future of the sand dunes due to a number of reasons including climate change and how the
dunes have been managed in terms of stabilisation. Opinion was divided over the woodlands with
support for enhancing and renewal of the existing pine woodlands, as well as support for the removal
of the pinewoods and replacement with deciduous species. People wished to see a sustainable future
for the landscape with co-operation in the establishment of management plans and nature
conservation approaches. Interestingly, people put the needs of wildlife and nature above access,
suggesting the need to both control the impact of “honeypot’ sites and possible access restrictions in
order to protect or enhance biodiversity. People felt that Green Belt land was at risk and suggested it
be preserved and protected. Another risk to the landscape was identified in the impact of aerial

nitrogen deposition which is affecting vegetation locally.

In terms of the future landscape there was a strong call for a co-ordinated response in terms of
adapting to climate change for both the landscape and the local community. It was felt that education
regarding landscape and heritage needed to be strengthened to protect local values and histories, as
well as to interpret the landscape to people. People wanted a sustainable landscape where the current
landscape elements such as the dunes and associated flora and fauna can survive. Other issues

raised included landscape maintenance on a smaller scale, including rubbish removal.

History

As with wildlife and nature, people were well aware of the heritage of the landscape and the current
evidence of this. It was commented that there was historical evidence dating from 3000 BC or earlier

to the present including the preserved human footprints in silts at Formby Point, the lifeboat station
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and promenade, and the remnant asparagus beds. The range and uniqueness of these historical
elements was strongly appreciated by the community members, illustrating a good level of knowledge

and understanding about the local historical landscape.

There was concern regarding the future of the dune system and how it could impact on the visible
historical landscape. There was also concern that the historic settlement of Formby as a village was

being lost due to expansion, causing the village atmosphere to decline.

Consultees felt that historical sites within the landscape should be preserved.

Activities

Again, there was a strong appreciation of the opportunities that the landscape can offer. People
mentioned a range of activities from walking, cycling and horse riding to bird-watching and social
groups. People appreciated the range of opportunities from easy, flat walking to more demanding
cycle rides. It was acknowledgement that access through the landscape was good with a network of
routes and an ability to roam. The local leisure facilities were commented upon, as was the fact that

the Formby landscape offers activities for a diverse range of people and is very family-friendly.

Future activities were diverse and interesting: there were comments regarding improving the seawater
quality locally, to developing a visitor centre at Lifeboat Road that offers performance space and
wooden sculptures. People want, in the future, to reopen the link between the coastal communities
and those further inland, associated with the mosslands, suggesting a wide view of what makes up
the local landscape. Although people felt there was plenty of opportunity for walking in the
landscape, there were calls to increase opportunities for cycling with new routes. People also wished
to see more public consultation and co-operation in how future landscape activities should be

managed.

Although open access was very highly valued, it was recognised that excessive visitor pressure on the
sand dunes could have a negative impact leading to erosion. Once again, education of the local
community was highlighted, as it was felt that a lack of understanding among the local community as

to how the landscape is affected by activities could lead to landscape damage.

Local Economy

The groups did not focus as strongly on the coastal landscape, considering also the village and its
services here. People did comment on how the landscape provides for the local economy through
tourism as well as agriculture. The inclusion of agriculture here (bearing in mind that the agricultural
landscape is behind the urban edge and the dune systems) suggests that the community have a wide
view of what they see as the landscape, not limiting it to the coastal landscape alone. The presence of
local shops was appreciated although people felt that supermarkets may be having a derogatory

N
6 countryscope"‘



Community Consultation | Formby & Ainsdale

impact on local trade. There was understanding of the maritime economy, both old and new in terms

of shipping and wind farms which are a fairly recent addition to the coastline.

In terms of considering the future there was a very strong emphasis on the need for a sustainable
local economy with a reduced carbon footprint and greater involvement between the local community
and local business. Another emphasis was placed on the use of the Formby area and landscape as a
marketing tool: these ideas considered both local tourism produce such as calendars, as well as
establishing a Formby and Ainsdale brand for food and local produce that would enable producers to

market more widely using the local sense of place.

The local economy was seen to be threatened by the changing demography — ie. people who do not
have strong links to the local economy and therefore do not contribute to it. This problem was linked
to one of affordable housing and a loss of local facilities. It was also felt that there was a false

perception that the area was more affluent than it actually is.

Experiences

The landscape was the focus of what experiences people valued in Formby and Ainsdale. The
pinewoods and dunes were both mentioned, the dunes both to watch dune wildlife as well as for
recreation. There was a strong appreciation of being able to experience wilderness and tranquillity -
both were mentioned by a number of consultees. People also appreciated the open spaces and wide
views available in the landscape and the bracing and fresh air associated with spending time on the

coast.

Again, there was a strong call for co-operation and co-ordination of coastal management in the
future, suggesting that the community is keen to be involved in the process of coastal management
and wish to ensure that it is democratic and accepting. In terms of facilities, people wanted to see
enhanced facilities in the future with public toilets, better public transport and education and
interpretation, enabling people to better understand the landscape around them. Protecting the
experiences that were valued is unsurprisingly an important priority, including tranquillity and

wilderness.

The ageing demographic of the area was seen as a potential problem as it could change the needs of

the community, placing priorities elsewhere. Indifference was also mentioned here.

Patterns and Features

The combination of dunes and woodland was mentioned several times as important to people. This
pattern was expanded to include the farmland and canal further inland, which illustrates a strong

awareness of landscape and how the different landscape characters relate to each other.

N
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People saw patterns on very different scales, from mentioning field boundaries (e.g. cops and

ditches), to commenting on post-glacial change and the impact on landscape patterns and features.

There were two clear concerns regarding what people saw as the vision for the patterns and features
of the landscape and these were inter-related: the loss of land to development and encroachment on
the Green Belt. Another issue mentioned included the need to restrict access in summer to protect

ecosystems.

Climate change, natural processes and overcrowding were seen as threats to the current patterns and
features of the landscape. Neglected dunes and the issues of woodland management were also seen
as issues which could affect patterns and features within the landscape. People understood that this is
a dynamic landscape where some change will occur through natural processes, regardless of human

intervention.

Conclusions

During the workshop 202 comments were made: of these 172 described landscape values; 98
commented upon landscape visions and; 92 discussed landscape risks. The workshop participants
where asked to discuss the mind map after each stage of the mapping process and through group
discussion decide their top five values, visions and risks. Although wording differed there were

distinctive themes visible from each of the groups.

In terms of values, three key themes emerged as being: community, history and wild species. People
valued highly the community spirit of the area and this was clear throughout the workshop and was
mentioned by two of the groups as part of their top five values (and is also mentioned on three of the
maps as part of their general responses). The local history of Formby and Ainsdale was mentioned by
three of the groups as part of their top five values and all of the groups commented on history within
the landscape - including the prehistoric footprints visible on the coast, as well as the local association
with Vikings and Viking settlement. All of the groups commented on the flora and fauna of the area
and all four groups mentioned this as one of their top five values. People had strong association to
the rarer species in particular, but also valued wildlife and nature generally, particularly within the

dunes.

There was a strong commitment throughout the workshop to building consensus on coastal
management and for the community to play a role in the management of the local area. This was
evident in the top five visions, with two groups stating a vision for consensus building and community
involvement in coastal management, and three of the four groups commented on building a
consensual management plan. This shows strong levels of both interest and commitment from
community members to managing the coastline. Associated with this consensual planning approach
was a vision for better education of both visitors and locals, enabling people to understand the
coastal resource better than they currently do. Three of the groups commented on environmental

education and awareness as part of their top five visions, whilst one considered the lack of education

N
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as a risk to the landscape. Associated with education was another theme that ran through the ‘top
five’ visions, that of heritage. People were concerned that local heritage was at risk of being lost and
forgotten: two groups saw heritage as part of their top five future visions and three groups

commented on the need to preserve and explain the local heritage in order to prevent it being lost.

Another issue that was commented on as a future vision was the expansion of the access network,
cycle routes in particular. Two groups mentioned cycle routes as part of their top five visions although
the wider access network and its maintenance was commented on by three of the groups as part of
the mind mapping exercise.

The consensus between groups continued through to risks to the landscape. All four groups
mentioned the risk of losing species and diversity of species. Some groups mentioned individual
species such as the Red Squirrels which are at risk from Squirrel Pox. Climate change and global
warming was mentioned as a landscape risk leading to flooding and habitat loss by two of the
groups. There was also concern that the local community was being lost as the demographic of the
area changes. Green Belt was another issue that gained consensus as a landscape risk although this
has limited risk to the coast and instead illustrates how the community regard a much wider

landscape than the coast alone.

The strong community commitment to the landscape was evident and provides a very strong resource
on which to build a range of landscape programmes from management and maintenance, to

heritage and interpretation - all of which are regarded as necessary by the community members.

N
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Transcription of Formby & Ainsdale Workshop Mind-

Map

Please note: the following comments have not been prioritised and are listed in no particular order.

Key:

Comments in green represent landscape visions | “What are your visions for the future of|
the landscape? What needs be changed or protected; what new projects or ideas can you
suggest?”

Comments in grey represent what is at risk in the landscape | “What is ot risk; what needs
to be protected and what challenges do we face?”

Group One

VWildlife & Nature

A landscape and community which is able to adapt to change - climate, coastal, natural

Green parks and spaces rationalised — Duke Street Park, Deansgate Fields

Beach, dunes — woods revitalised with the man made lake remade. My nephew learnt to
canoe with the scouts there.

Footpath maintenance

School - environmental education — primary and secondary

<3
10 countryscape N



Community Consultation | Formby & Ainsdale

Activities

countryscape




Community Consultation | Formby & Ainsdale

Local Economy

Experiences

=
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Patterns and Features

“Top 5” Landscape Values

Rich wildlife and flora — easy to see

Area rich in history

Wide range of physical and mental activities available
Sense of community

87,
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Sense of identity

“Top 5" Landscape Risks

Dunes, natural habitats and species
Existing community life — loss of amenity
Historic village buildings and ambience
Flooding — global warming

Alien species

“Top 5” Landscape Visions

Understanding and consensus on coastal management issues — collaboration and co-operation

Visitor centre on Lifeboat Road

Environmental education

Landscape and community able to adapt to change
Celebrating historical/ cultural heritage:

* Lifeboats

= Viking roots

= Protection of historical features

= Ensuring continuance of village life

countryscape

=
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Group Two

VWildlife & Nature

Activities
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Local Economy

Experiences

=

countryscape
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Patterns and Features

“Top 5” Landscape Values

Coast, dune and woodland systems
Red squirrels and rare wildlife
History — Vikings

Accessibility — recreation

Friendly village community

Schools and education — especially wildlife education

“Top 5" Landscape Risks

Coast and dune wildlife/ pinewoods and red squirrels — climate change
Loss of local business e.g. post offices

Traffic

Housing v landscape and threat to the green belt

Education/ poor understanding of coast and wildlife

“Top 5” Landscape Visions

Improved transport links, rail and road

Improved village services and local economy

Protect conservation, wildlife, biodiversity and maintain dune habitat
Local consensus in managing the coast

Wider recreational activities e.g. Formby to Hightown cycle route

87,
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Group Three

VWildlife & Nature
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Activities

Local Economy
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Experiences

Patterns and Features

=
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Restoration work where needed on dune forms
A shared understanding of our dynamic coast
Protect our dune ecosystems

A need to consider some restrictions on access, at least in summer, on the numbers or

whatever

Coastal erosion — loss of sand dunes and habitat
Loss of extent of habitat due to climate change
Openness

Erosion of coastline

Sand dunes

“Top 5” Landscape Values

e Tranquillity

e Rare species

e Range of cultural activities

¢ Unique, dynamic, beautiful coastline

e Walking, bird watching, wild flora and fauna - flowers

“Top 5" Landscape Risks

e Loss of habitat diversity — sand dunes/ slacks
e Loss of small, local shops
e Destruction of old buildings and replacement with ugly blocks of flats/ 2 houses on original site

e Loss of memories and experiences and people move on should be recorded

“Top 5” Landscape Visions

¢ Maintaining the coast for future generations

e Education and involvement of the community/ users

¢ Maintain all green spaces

e Encourage community spirit through involvement of local businesses, schools etc...

e Community effort to reduce our carbon footprint

N
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Group Four

VWildlife & Nature

By
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Activities

Local Economy
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Patterns and Features

“Top 5” Landscape Values

e Patterns and features — urban spaces

e Wildlife and nature — unique and diverse wildlife

e History — changes in habitat, archaeology and local area
e Activities — walking for all ages

e Local economy — green tourism and interpretation

e Experiences — Weather, well being, etc — living with the landscape

“Top 5” Landscape Risks

e Visitor pressures on habitats

e Human impact on environment — over development
e Indifference

e Threats to wildlife

e Become more sustainable

87,
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“Top 5” Landscape Visions

Patterns and features: To protect the green belt areas

Nature and wildlife: Continued conservation of habitats, broad spectrum of issues
History: Heritage coast project

Activities: Green cycle links, transport

Experiences: Awareness, better understanding

Ideas Bucket

Do local people/ communities really understand their local landscape, especially a complex and
changing one such as the soft coast of Sefton?

Historical facts e.g. development of settlements, land management practice is one thing but these
rarely translate into an understanding and appreciation of change in the landscape. How can this
be addressed?

The views of this consultation group are that of a mainly retired audience. There is a complete lack
of young, younger and middle aged views which should be taken into consideration

Threats/ at risk — there is a perception that Formby itself is at risk although there is a significant
buffer of sand dunes. Should we be assessing perceived risk as well as actual? (Graham Lymbery,

Coastal Defence — Project Leader)

N
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